REMINISCENCES

activity by a number of young and earnest men
principle it was that each should write of what he best
understood, and that each should put his highest work
into the columns of the paper.   I think the greater part
of the money required to start the paper and keep it
going was found by Edward Pigott, then a young man
of   some   fortune, which   he readily devoted to the
4Leader' and its cause.    George  Henry Lewes was
one of the principal writers, and Herbert Spencer gave
to it some contributions of which the world in general
did  not, at  that time,  quite appreciate   the   value.
Thornton Hunt, the son of Leigh Hunt, wrote a good
deal for it;  and its Parliamentary sketches, the very
earliest, I think, of a kind of descriptive writing which
has since found imitators in every London journal, was
done by Edward M. Whitty, the most gifted member of
a gifted family.     In the   columns  of   the  'Leader',
Edward Whitty predicted the success of many a young
Member of the House of Commons, whose claims to
success, until Whitty noticed them, had passed unrecog-
nised by the public in general, and by all but a few in
the House itself.   Robert Lowe was one of the men
whose success WMtty confidently predicted, but I ain
not certain whether the prediction was given in the
columns of the ' Leader,' or in those of the 4 Liverpool
Post/   WMtty wrote a novel called ' Friends of Bo-
hemia,' which was singularly clever, odd, and piquant,
abounding in vivid sketches of men and manners, and
in odd original ideas, but entirely off ' the beat' of the
circttlaliag library's  ordinary customer.   I may, per-
haps, mention that the description of the London han-
som cab as the gondola of our streets, which is almost
invariably ascribed to Disraeli, and is, indeed, to be
found in one of Disraeli's novels, was put into print by
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